[Anatomy of recurrent laryngeal nerve during thyroid surgery: 198 cases report].
To observe the surgical anatomy of the recurrent laryngeal nerve during thyroid surgery and provide theory basis for surgical experience. The surgical anatomy of recurrent laryngeal nerve of 201 sides of 198 cases were observed during thyroid lobectomy or total thyroidectomy. The anatomical relationship of recurrent laryngeal nerve and inferior thyroid artery were recorded and classified as risk and safe types according to the recurrent laryngeal nerve easy to be injured or not. The safe type and risk type of 117 right sides were 84.6% and 15.4%, and that of 82 left sides were 92.7% and 7.3% respectively. That indicated the incidence of risk type of the right side was higher than that of the left side. The incidence of risk type of the right side was higher than that of the left side and more attention should be paid during thyroid lobectomy of the right sides.